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Wacky Packages: New New New is a follow-up title to the hilarious and colorful Wacky Packages,

first published by Abrams in 2008. This new collection presents all the Wacky Packs fromÂ Series

8&#150;14 covering the years 1974 and 1975. Featuring humorous and often grotesque parodies of

common household brands like &#147;Windaxeâ€•Â cleaner and &#147;Smoochersâ€• jam, Wacky

Packages: New New New offers a tongue-in-cheek critique of consumer culture and marketing

subversion.Â Created by a host of comics artists including Kim Deitch, Bill Griffith, Jay Lynch, and

Norm Saunders, alongside Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist Art Spiegelman, Wacky Packages; New

New NewÂ is a colorful, edgy, and intensely creative collection of illustrations. Packaged with four

never-before-seen stickers and a wax jacket, Wacky Packages: New New New will please fans and

collectors alike.
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The Topps Company, Inc., founded in 1938, is an international company best known as a leading

producer of baseball cards and other trading cards and stickers. They are also known for Bazooka

bubblegum, which was introduced in 1947.Â Jay Lynch has written for MAD, Cracked, Sick,

Playboy, and Time magazines. He has been freelancing for Topps for over forty years, and helped

create some of their most popular humor products, including Wacky Packages and Garbage Pail

Kids.Â 



As someone who grew up in the 1970s, the older I get, the more I appreciate both my childhood

AND the fact that my childhood took place in the 70s. What made the decade so great was that the

decade seemed to cater to kids, but minus the namby-pamby warnings that accompany

EVERYTHING kids do today ... we rode bikes (without helmets) to the local 7-11 to blow our

$.50/week allowance on candy powdered cigarettes, Big Buddy bubble gum, Slurpees (in those

collectible plastic cups), football/baseball cards ... and Wacky Packages. "Wackys" were unique,

tongue-in-cheek stickers that mocked almost every product that could be found in our kitchen's

cupboards. The cards/stickers were addictive to collect, trade and stick on everything from

clipboards, notebooks, dressers and headboards. As we cruised through our childhood, many of us

held on to "valuable" baseball or football cards but our Wackys just seemed to disappear into

oblivion ... along with Taco Flavored Doritos and "Welcome Back Kotter". Now, as our generation

begrudgingly accepts being classified as "middle aged", we still see products that remind us of

those sarcastic stickers of our childhood ... Bazooka Gum is still "Gadzooka", Wonder Bread

remains "Blunder Bread" and Cover Girl always seems to conjure thoughts of the ever creepy

"Cover Ghoul". Although the original Wackys have become rare collectibles that are either too

expensive and/or trivial to purchase, we now have a permanent archive available for us aging kids

in the adult-appropriate book form.Not one, but two hard-bound volumes of the classic Wacky

Packages organized (by series) to satisfy a specific nostalgic itch. Each Wacky is blown-up and

given its own page in a simple, no-clutter format that allows you to clearly see even the most subtle

satirical artwork that appeared on each sticker. While the focus is the sticker collection itself, each

book contains a brief, but informative, introduction (including one from the most prolific Wacky

Package artist, Art Spiegelman) for perspective purposes. The books are presented more as a

Wacky Package experience than simply a picture book of trading cards/stickers. This experience

includes the iconic image of a powdered stick of stale gum on the hardcover, a sample pack of

Wacky Packages attached to the inside back-cover and a true-to-form wax paper slip cover that

replicates the original packaging of the cards.Although this review is assigned to the second volume

("Wacky Packages New New New"), I feel it represents the first volume as well, because one would

not be complete without the other.Many attempts have been made to tap into the lore of decades

past, but few publications have succeeded in presenting nostalgia is such an effective manner ...

both volumes are worth every cent in my opinion. Two volumes, sitting side-by-side on my bookshelf

vs. a stack of stickers stuffed into a box that can't be found. Adding more value to the books is that

the content is relevant as younger generations will easily recognize most of the products parodied



by the Wacky Packages. I often thought Wacky Packages were destined to be nothing more than

faded memories of childhood that I'd keep to myself. With these books, however, I now have a piece

of my childhood that can be shared with my kids ... they sit on a bookshelf next to several of those

glorious 1970s Sears Christmas Wishbooks.

My father introduced me to collecting at a very young age. We used to collect coins and stamps

together and if I remember correctly, I was around 8-9 years old when we first started collecting

together. It just really stuck with me and I have been an avid collector ever since. I now have more

collecting hobbies than care to admit. That said, Wacky Packages were really the first items I

collected by myself and I can still clearly remember running up to 7-Eleven as fast as humanely

possible any time a new series was released. It was right down the road and I got to know the

manager really well. He would always give me a heads when he placed an order for any new

series.Very few things give me that feeling of nostalgia like Wacky Packages. Even today, when I

see the new boxes of Wacky Packages at my local target, the kid in me just wants to buy a box and

start opening them up. There is just something special about Wacky Packages and the fact that

they are still around all these years later is proof to that fact.When I heard that Topps was going to

be releasing a Commemorative Wacky Packages book....well, I couldn't wait to get a copy. As great

as Wacky Packages are, the format is really not large enough to able to fully appreciate the artwork.

This artwork really deserved a larger format, one that would really let people appreciate the art that

made the cards so special. I am a big art print collector and have always hoped that Topps would

release limited edition prints for a lot of this artwork. That for me would be the optimum way to really

view this artwork in all its glory. Of course, art books are also a perfectly viable option. While I would

have preferred art prints, going the art book route is a perfectly suitable option, one that makes this

artwork available to a much larger number of people as books are FAR more popular than art prints

will ever be. Ultimately, releasing Wacky Packages art books was just a brilliant idea, one that

should have been produced years ago.All that being said, I was really disappointed when I got my

hands on the first edition. In the art world, bigger is better and as nice as the book turned out to be,

it could have been so much better had they gone with a larger size book. The book wound up being

6" x 7" so its basically the size of a regular hard cover novel. You normally don't see art books

produced in sizes that small. Most art books are 10" x 12" or larger and again, as nice as the first

edition wound up being, it would have been so much nicer had they gone with a larger format. Don't

get me wrong, I still loved everything about the book, right down to the slip cover, which was

produced with the same wax coated paper that they used for Wacky Packages packs back in the



day. Again, it just would have been even better had they gone with a larger size format.When I

learned there were producing a 2nd edition....well, it took all of 2 seconds before I decided that I was

going to order it. I knew going in that it was going to be the same exact size as the first edition,

which is still a disappointment. I actually sent multiple emails to both Topps and the publisher

begging them to release these books in a larger format. I have no problem with them producing a

smaller version, as long as they produce a larger version as well. There is no reason why they

couldn't have produced 2 different editions for these books. Oh well, I guess some things just aren't

meant to be. Even with the size issue, the 2nd edition is still an outstanding book. Just like the 1st

edition, the design is clean, the paper is nice, the artwork is crisp and clean, and the dust jacket is

again made from the same wax coated paper that Wacky Packages used to come wrapped in. I

actually think I enjoyed the 2nd edition a bit more as it had more of my favorite Wacky Packages

than the 1st volume had. One of my favorite aspects to these books is the overall design. Its about

as simple of a design as one can get and it allows the artwork to speak for itself. Each page is

dedicated to a single piece of Wacky Packages artwork. A lot of art books on the market go with

designs where some of the pages have multiple pieces of artwork. You get none of that here. Again,

each page is dedicated to a single piece of art, which is exactly how it should be.If you have ever

collected Wacky Packages or have any appreciation for this kind of art than I cant possibly give

these Wacky Packages books a higher recommendation. Even tho it had been well over 25 years

since I stopped collecting Wacky Packages, I immediately recognized many of the images and for a

little while at least, it made me feel like a kid again. All in all, these books were long overdue and

Topps and Abrams did a great job bringing them to market.Bottom line - While the format is too

small imo, this is still a must buy book for all Wacky Packages fans, young and old alike and if you

buy one volume, you simply have to buy the other. I am still hoping that Topps will release a larger

format book for this artwork, but until that day comes, these books will do just fine. Again, they are

simply a must buy for all Wacky Packages fans. Topps has actually released some other books in

this format including Garbage Pail Kids, Mars Attacks, and Bazooka Joe. I was never a big Garbage

Pail Kids fan, but I did buy the Mars Attacks book and its a great addition to this collection of books.

If your interested in these books, you should give those books a look as well! As much as I wanted

to give both Vol.1 and Vol.2 five star ratings, the small size format prevented me from doing that.

They are basically five star books in a 4 star format.4 Stars!

This book, like the first red Wacky Packages book, simply reprinted a large size of an original

Wacky Package on a white background. No distracting designs. Just plain and simple layouts. One



of note, not a criticism, the original 1975 Wacky sticker of Murial Blands Cigars had a slogan that

read "Now you can have breath like a man", but in the book, the slogan for the sticker seen on page

229 reads "Now you can have a breath like a man." I'm not sure which is grammatically correct.

Highly recommended. Wish Topps could put out more books like this for Series 15, 16 and later sets

into the 1980s and 1990s.
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